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Immigration matters for New Zealand Bo;ds'noimmigration and emigration have been increasing
¢ In 2020, more than one-quarter of New Zealand's population .,'s 100
was foreign-born. 2 5
° Migrant workers fill gaps where skills are unavailable and < o
bring knowledge of foreign markets, of new products, 2 50
services and ways of working. = 100
e Skilled migrants offset ‘brain drain’ — the loss of skilled " 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2018
New Zealanders. = = Arrivals = - Departures —— Net migration
New Zealand relies on temporary migrants
New Zealand has high temporary Growth in new arrivals is mostly from
migration by international standards temporary not permanent migrants
g 5% 45 (o)
: :cj l 40 Temporary 3606 /O
35 4% g4 migration foreign-born adults
22 % 35
E3Q e
= = 3% g 30
g2 !
[ 8 25
Eg 2% % 20 )
Eg’ . |5 15 1 9.6 /O
g5 1% k=) NZ-born adults
£ o o =10
© 2 0% -
PIEIIISEREEL |
soFc9E & PED 0
N RS = =& R 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020
E Permanent: Temporary:
W 2016 & Average 2010-15 —— Residence = = Student = - Visitor —— Work
Migration accompanies job growth Immigration and the
New Zealand economy
100 5% e Skilled migrants contribute positively to
80 20% firm productivity in a similar way to high-

skilled New Zealand-born workers.
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® o shortages for employers in diverse sectors of
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EX 5% 3 the economy eg, in aged care, dairy and IT.
5 . ~ Migration 0% S * A group of low-productivity industries
-~ ncreases 35 . .
3 ~/ ' " H (eq, agriculture) are dependent on migrants,
g 20 as new jobs 5% f 9, a9 p 9
- are created 5_ particularly temporary migrants whose visas
5 40 0% S do not depend on the applicant’s skills.
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-6(1)995 2000 2005 2010 so15 2020 15% * A group of high productivity industries
(eg, telecommunications) are dependent
— Net annual jobs creation (LHS) —— Unemployment rate (RHS) on skilled migrants.
= = Net migration (LHS) Economically inactive (RHS)

° The overall impact of immigration on
the economy depends on the skills and
knowledge that migrants bring and the
@ Read the full report: www.productivity.govt.nz/ibtn firms and sectors in which they work.
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